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@hhtswandsworth 

HHTS is a Medical Pupil Referral Unit that provides 

education for a diverse range of students, aged 5-

18, who are experiencing a severe or chronic illness, 

have mental health issues or are pregnant/young 

parents.  

 

Our students have the opportunity to make 

accelerated progress through personalised learning 

programmes delivered by exceptional practitioners 

in small groups or one to one tuition. Our approach 

is underpinned by our UNICEF RIGHTS Respecting 

values based on the UN Convention on the Rights of 

the Child and focused on developing every child’s 

uniqueness, wellbeing and potential.  

 

The service operates over two sites, St George’s 

Classroom at St George’s Hospital and CAMHS 

Campus School at Springfield University Hospital 

and comprises:  

 

St George’s Hospital Classroom  

 

CAMHS Campus School: Springfield University 

Hospital 

• Aquarius Acute Adolescent Psychiatric Unit 

(CAMHS)  

• Wisteria National Adolescent Eating Disorder 

Unit (CAMHS)  

• Corner House National Deaf Service 

(CAMHS)  

 

Community Provision  

• Medical Needs Home Tuition  

• Community Education Programme  

• Reintegration Programme  

• Outreach Programme  

• Teenage Pregnancy and Young Parents  

 Programme  

Dear all, 

I hope that this finds you and your family well.  

Hurtling towards the end of last term, amongst our preparations 
for lockdown, we pulled together some of the term’s highlights. I 
was struck by how many uplifting activities we had been involved 
in, all the while unwittingly approaching a pandemic, and one of 
the most significant social and educational challenges in memory. 
It brought the joy and sense of purpose that we share in this 
unique service into sharp relief. I hope that reading this 
newsletter conveys some of that joy and purpose. 

Learning opportunities, both inside and outside of the classroom, 
remained inspirational and pertinent.  Nature is a welcome and 
recurrent theme, in part due to Cris Edgell our Science teacher, 
who never fails to draw our attention to the beauty of the natural 
world. The ‘Bravery’ enterprise led by Hollie Oppe has been 
inspiring - exploring what it takes for each of our students to 
make their next step. The LGBT&Q project is an ongoing 
initiative:  building understanding and acceptance of difference is 
key to the personal development of all our learners. Our excellent 
Careers speakers offer insight into powerful potential futures for 
our young people. A range of trips continue to give us joy, 
including a notable recent excursion to Cyrano De Bergerac which 
will live on in memory for all involved! As always, St George’s 
Schoolroom remains a bastion of exceptional education for our 
young people, whilst still having a huge amount of fun (including, 
as you can see, outdoing many of us in their aptitude for fancy 
dress).  Finally, work on the school magazine has begun, reading 
this is one of the highlights of my year. It showcases how our staff 
see and expect the best in our young people, in turn ensuring 
those young people recognise the best in themselves. 

Then at the end of term, in order to mitigate risks to patients, 
staff swiftly learned how to deliver live lessons online and create 
personalised digital learning classrooms for all students. It has 
been a learning partnership for students, nurses and teachers, 
ably developed and supported by our Computing teacher 
Cameron Akitt. However, despite its success, we are very much 
looking forward to seeing students in person as soon as it is safe 
to do so. 

In the meantime, our very best wishes to all. 

Stay safe and we shall see you in the very near future. 

Tara and the HHTS Team 

Spring 2020 Edition  
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This February, for LGBTQ+ History Month we 

not only learnt about the history of the 

LGBTQ+ community and their rights 

movement in the 20
th
 and 21

st
 centuries, but 

also focused on how progress, especially 

social progress, is a two-way street.  

We started by learning about the progress of 

LGBTQ+ rights here in the UK and in the 

wider world, such as the Stonewall Riots in 

the USA and spread of Marriage Equality over the world.  

Students then looked at maps produced by ILGA Europe showing the progress of 
counties in Europe towards LGBTQ+ equality, examining how some countries have 
made continued progress towards LGBTQ+ equality within their boarders while 
others have regressed over the years.  

We concluded our focus on LGBTQ+ History month by looking at the rights of 

LGBTQ+ people around the world, reminding ourselves that while LGBTQ+ 

representation and visibility has increased in the last decade in many parts of the 

word it is still fundamentally very difficult for countless millions of LGBTQ+ people 

across the globe to live happy, safe and prosperous lives.   

Our hope and aim with continuing to mark LGBTQ+ History month is to continue 
to promote kindness and understanding towards all people, so we each might 
better appreciate the other and value that shared struggles and dreams that unite 
us.  

           By Cameron Akitt,  

       Teacher of the Deaf and LGBTQ+ Officer 
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Our student created these pieces when thinking about the link between climate 

change and mental health: one image depicts despair and pollution (left), the 

other optimism for the future (centre).  The student also captured a hopeful 

rainbow near the school grounds (right). 

Artwork created by R 

Here, our student 

has created a 

beautiful water-

colour painting 

(left), and a study 

on colour mixing 

(right). 

Corner House 

One of our students has been experimenting with a range of 

medium, demonstrating that art can be interpreted in numerous 

ways. The student also proves that varying techniques can be 

used to portray, capture and evoke a range of emotion.  
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Corner House 

Whether you’re a Gryffindor, Slytherin, Hufflepuff or 

Ravenclaw we’re sure you’ll love the Harry Potter 

Studio Tour as much as we did! 

Students from Corner House once again had a 

fantastic opportunity to visit the Warner Bros 

Studios in Leavesden just outside of London where we took part in a British Sign 

Language tour around the sets and props used in the filming of the Harry Potter 

Films. Students got the opportunity to see the ingenuity and engineering behind 

the magic, ranging from the wizards robes and goblin armour, to the Great Hall, 

Gringotts Bank, the Forbidden Forest and 

Platform 9 and ¾. 

We got the opportunity to see how a range 

of subjects from school can carry us forward 

onto exciting careers in films and television, 

both on and off camera. 

Mischief managed!  

By Cameron Akitt, 

Teacher of the Deaf and LGBTQ+ Officer 

The team enjoyed getting dressed up on World Book Day. 

Can you guess any of the characters or stories portrayed 

here? 

Across the service 
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Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 

The Big Garden Birdwatch provided a 

great opportunity for our young people 

to get out in to the early spring sun-

shine to watch wildlife. This RSPB 

event, which took place between 25 

and 27
th
 January, mobilises half a million UK ‘twitchers’ to monitor the status of our 

lovely garden birds.  

Our students, teachers and nurses used binoculars to observe, identify and record 

each species that landed in our walled garden over one hour.  

We recorded eleven species in total including spectacular parakeets, a beautiful 

singing dunnock and a pair of cawing carrion crows refurbishing their nest in prepa-

ration for a new family. The results of this national survey are likely to bring mixed 

news when published later in the spring. House sparrows, starlings and thrushes 

continue to decline in in numbers due to degradation of the farming landscape.  On 

the other hand, the warming climate seems to be encouraging summer visitors like 

black caps, chiff chaffs and willow warblers to overwinter in our gardens. Likewise 

long-tailed tits, goldfinches and collared doves continue their encroachment into the 

heart of our city centres due to the steady supply of food provided at bird tables 

(such as ours!)  

This proved an excellent opportunity for our students to take 

part in a worthwhile Citizen Science project by providing scien-

tists with crucial data to monitor the health of our environment.

  

 

 
We found an alternative way to tackle 
Valentine’s Day this year, by writing a 
Vinegar Valentine instead.  Students 
on Aquarius and Wisteria wards 
worked on creative art and poetry to 
insult those we love.  
 
By Sally Spode,  English Teacher 

English 

By Cris Edgell, Science Teacher 

As well as the different  species of bird visiting our courtyard, 

we have another regular visitor, captured here by one of our 

students. This mischievous squirrel loves to feast on the 

contents of our birdfeeder, by any means! 
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Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 

What Does Brave Mean?  

It was Young People’s 

Mental Health Awareness 

Week from the 3
rd

-9
th
 of 

February, and this year’s 

focus was ‘Finding your 

Brave.’ 

We spent some time 

looking at what the 

difference is between 

fight and flight, and how 

our body tells us when we 

are in danger such as 

producing adrenaline. In 

some extreme cases this 

rush of adrenalin has 

given mothers the ability 

to lift cars off their children and trees off pets. We also talked about the feeling we 

get before we stand up to speak in front of an audience, are placed in a new 

environment or meet someone we like/do not like.  

The young people watched some short clips advertising various ‘dangerous’ jobs 

around the world. We learned that it took 30 years for a group of men to paint the 

Golden Gate Bridge and that often fishermen will spend up to 14 hours in the 

middle of the sea in terrible conditions, just  to make sure we have fresh sea food.  

Their feedback and ideas were really interesting. 

Our young people learned about people in history who took on roles that 

encouraged others to be brave in their lives. Role models like Dr Martin Luther 

King, Malala Yousafzai and Greta Thunberg are just some members of society who 

have taken it upon themselves to stand up for what they believe in, in spite of 

politicians, religious groups and other organisations trying to prevent and silence 

them.  

Looking at these careers and coping with our own feelings, led us to discuss the 

role we each take on to encourage our HHTS community to be brave and resilient. 

We recognised that our young people are brave every day.  We wrote down words, 

feelings and quotes that encouraged others to dare to be brave in a world that we 

may sometimes feel is against us . We have proudly displayed these words in our 

classroom as inspiration for others. 

So, we encourage you to ‘find your brave’ – and celebrate it! 

By Hollie Oppe, HLTA and students  
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Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 

Early in March, we again marked Careers Week with a variety of talks and 
workshops. The young people from Aquarius and Wisteria had the opportunity to 
listen to visiting speakers, including Kay Thomas (bottom left), a paramedic who 
provided useful information about  her challenging, yet rewarding role, Annette 
Tony-Fadipe (bottom right) from the Education Development Trust, who delivered 
a workshop on apprenticeships and future pathways, a fund raiser for charities 
and a person who helps to run a radio station.   

We had very positive feedback from the young people who were present that 
week. These welcome speakers are part of our ongoing drive to provide further 
talks from visitors with experience in a range of professions and occupations.  

By Lynda Robinson, Teacher 
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Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 

 This Spring Term has seen a wealth of fabulous art created by 

Aquarius and Wisteria students! 

We began with the topic of Portraiture. Students spent time firstly 

considering the history of portraits, focusing on why people paint 

or commission them: we then went on to learn how to analyse a portrait 

(considering the different approaches to analysing photographic portraiture and 

paintings). 

We went on to look in detail at the work of several individual artists, including 

Klimt, Frida Kahlo and Picasso. Students created beautiful collages, line drawings 

and sketches from these. 

After half-term we changed topics to look at art of everyday life. We explored the 

concept of ‘genre painting’, from the interiors of Vermeer to the café scenes of 

Edward Hopper: we then turned to look at sculpture 

to comment on the everyday, learning about ‘Pop 

Artists’ and what they were aiming to achieve. We 

finished by starting to look at the contemporary 

works of artists such as Tracy Emin, Damian Hurst 

and Grayson Perry. 

Well done to all our art students on the wonderful 

work produced and the dynamic discussions had 

on each piece of art we explored! 

By Anna D’Olier, AHT 

DAFFODILS 

 

Last term we were presented with 100 daffodil bulbs to 
plant in memory of Peter Barr, the daffodil King, thanks 
to a local history project.   

Peter Barr, who had a nursery in Tooting, travelled the 
world in search of daffodils and did much to popularise 
the bold yellow 

bloom that light up vases and verges 
everywhere. Here they are in the spring:-   

By Lynda Robinson, Teacher 



April 2020 

 

 

 

Our young people have been working on creative writing 

whilst in lockdown.  The atmosphere of self-isolation and regu-

lated exercise inspired the following piece after a trip to the park.  When speaking 

to the student, she eloquently described the strangeness of the time and the un-

canny nature of being apart yet together in unfamiliar and familiar places. 

Student Magazine 

 

It was like the dread had crept up over everyone over night in the form of an icy 

chill. It was a silent monster that left everyone a little helpless. 

 

It was as if I had woken up in an ultimate parallel universe, contrasting from the 

panic buying and strict isolation, to happy smiles and rainbows. Everything was 

perfect, too perfect. It was as if I had woken in a 1960s TV show where everyone 

was polite and everyone's plants had been watered. It was artificial. The sky was 

now a shade of blue that you would find amongst a child’s crayons, free of clouds 

and the sun shining in perfect golden rays.  

 

The park was worse. Usually the brown hues was all you would get for miles, 

muddy paths and no one to see. But now, people flocked, dogs, children, parents, 

teenagers, grandparents, couples. It was almost as if a painter had run out of 

colours. Every red was the same, that little girl’s toy, that man’s coat, that dog’s 

leash. Every blue the same shade of royal blue matching the shade in the sky. 

Every colour the same shade, none lighter or darker, the exact same.  

 

The trees were no longer naked skeletal looking but now surrounded by flowers 

and green leaves. No litter, occasionally before you would come across a wrapper 

or bottle even though there was no sign of life anywhere, but now a park full of 

people not one had dropped anything even accidentally. 

 

A London park: un-vandalised perfection? 

 

 

            By E, student 

Home Tuition & Community  

Education Programme 
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Home Tuition & Community  

Education Programme 

We were incredibly lucky to get tickets for Cyrano De Bergerac, 

starring James MacAvoy, in February. The play was absolutely 

outstanding and the performances left a real impression, re-

minding us how inspiring theatre can be and how lucky we are 

to live in London to access it.  

We are very grateful to the Jamie Lloyd Company for making 

this possible and we hope that we will be able to see more of their productions 

when we can return to the theatre. 

 In February, I was invited to watch Cyrano de Bergerac at the Playhouse 
Theatre in Central London. I didn’t know anything about the play so I did some 
research before I went.  

 Originally, it was set in France in 1640 and was about a man called Cyrano 
who was in love with his cousin, Roxanne. Cyrano was known for his big nose, 
masculine, violent manner and being a romantic poet. He would always defend 
himself against anyone who would be offensive towards him, his nose in 
particular, and built a hard core reputation to scare anyone who tried. However, 
his nose was the reason for him to believe no one could ever fall in love with 
him, including the woman herself, Roxanne.  

 Roxanne on the other hand, is a feminist, confident, beautiful and empowered 
young woman who never settles for less. Throughout the play, Roxanne falls in 
love with a man named Christian. Christian is very good looking, confident etc. 
but he can’t express any kind of romance so, he goes to Cyrano and a triangle 
is formed.  

 Christian had everything a woman could want on the outside but Cyrano had 
everything from within.  

 The play had a very modern intake, which some may not like but, still kept the 
themes of the original play. However, as a young person myself, this made the 
play enjoyable, relatable and interesting. The acting was inspiring, especially 
the star himself James McAvoy, and really made the play come together and 
that much more mesmerizing.  

 For me, this play gave the message for not just young people but for everyone, 
the appearance of someone shouldn’t matter, it’s who the person truly is that 
counts.  

 
 I enjoyed and loved it so much and it definitely kept me wanting to see so many 

more other plays. It was an amazing opportunity and I would recommend it to 

anyone, especially young people.         

  

            By L, student 
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St George’s Classroom 

The Stone Age: We have been learning about the 
Stone Age – a prehistoric period where stone was used 
as tools. Pupils were shocked to discover that the Stone 
Age started 2.6 million years ago! We have been learn-
ing about the different types of tools they made using 
stone and had a go at re-creating some of those tools. 
We also looked at a range of cave paintings that have 

been found around the world. One of our favourites was Cave of Hands – 
Cueva de las manos found in Mexico.  

Mouldy Bread Investigation: We have been learn-

ing about micro-organisms and that these living 

things can cause mould. We discussed that some moulds can be 

good for us – like blue cheese and some medicines, but some 

mould can make us very poorly. 

We carried out an investigation to find out which conditions make these micro-

organisms grow mould the quickest. 

In order for it to be a fair test, we 
decided to use 3 slices of the 
same loaf of bread and be put into 
identical sandwich bags of equal 
size. One slice was placed into the 
bag using gloves, another was 
handled by all students’ dirty 
hands and the last was handled 
with dirty hands and also had a 

few drops of water in with it as micro-organisms love moisture! 

We could not believe the results! The slice that had been handled with gloves 
had one tiny speck of mould on it, while the other two slices were covered in 
mould! Whilst we know that micro-organisms love moisture, it seems that our 
second slice grew the most mould over 2 weeks!   

By Rachel Seymour, Teacher 

History 

Science 
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St George’s Classroom 

Chinese New Year 

On Friday 7
th
 February we went down to the 

hospital foyer to see the dragon dance. Penny 
asked for some free 
goodies. We saw two 
red and gold dragons 
with two people inside 

each one. They danced mirroring each 
other’s actions to the music from 
drums, triangles, wooden sticks and 
cymbals. Mr Happy kept order with a 
big smiley face. Red symbolises luck 
and gold means wealth.  2020 is the 
Year of the Rat. 

 

By Lydia 15 

Rainforest Creative Curriculum  

Pupils in St George’s Hospital Classroom have been focusing on rainforests in 
English and art. They really enjoyed wearing the virtual reality glasses which gave 
them the impression of actually being in a 
rainforest!  

We enjoyed 
learning about 
the various layers 
in the rainforest 
and about the 
animals which 
inhabited them. They found it easy to remember 
that the emergent layer was the top layer as the 
trees emerged into the sky! 

Pupils have previously learnt about 
the artist John Dyer and created out-
comes using pastels and watercolour 
paints. Recently we have been focus-
ing on one of his paintings and have 
started working collaboratively on a 
large canvas using a vast range of 
materials! 

 By Penny Vukcevic, Teacher 
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St George’s Classroom 

   Did you know? - Amazon Facts                                 

1. The Amazon rainforest has a very big diversity of animals  

2. The Amazon river is about 6400 kilometres (4000 miles)  

3. During the wet season the Amazon river it can reach up to 190 kilometres in 

width    

4. The Cayman has been around since the era of the dinosaurs  

5. This type of alligator (Cayman) can be described as a living fossil  

6. The Mata-Mata turtle is a very unreal type of turtle because its shape and form 

are very peculiar, especially with its neck and head which looks like a snorkel  

7. This turtle (The Mata-Mata turtle) can actually camouflage like a dry leaf. 

8. In the Amazon there are seventeen different species types of Macaw which can 

be colourful and sociable  

9. The beaks and claws of Macaws are sharp and agile because they like to eat 

Brazilian nuts which can be hard to eat but with their beaks and claws they can 

manage  

10. The tarantula which is part of Theraphosidae family will sometimes eat frogs. 

But on other occasions they protect frogs which leads to the frog foraging and pro-

tects the Tarantula’s eggs from ants.       

As we watched the documentary of the Amazon rainforest, we saw many animals 
that were either big or small or unusual. Some animals even looked unreal. 

Pupils at St Georges hospital classroom have been focusing on creat-

ing some wonderful and healthy out-

comes in their Café session. 

St George’s Café are fundraising for 

“Childhood Cancer Charity!”  

Pupils have carefully followed reci-

pes, weighed and measured out in-

gredients learning a variety of new skills. 

They particularly enjoyed following the recipe for banana mug cakes taking great 

care measuring out the healthy ingredients and timing the cakes as they cooked. 

There was 100% agreement that they tasted absolutely delightful! 

St George’s Hospital classroom have created a close contact with the SGH fundrais-

ing team. Penny’s son in law, along with his colleagues 

raised a WHOPPING £8,000 for the SGH charity! In return 

they have allowed us to create an Amazon wish list! 

Emily and our pupils have chosen one of our many col-
oured aprons to wear in the Café session! 

The café session is an important part of the 
curriculum as it really lifts the mood and 
general wellbeing of the pupils; an essential 
part of their recovery!  By Penny Vukcevic, Teacher 

By Maria, age 13 


