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@hhtswandsworth 

HHTS is a Medical Pupil Referral Unit that 

provides education for a diverse range of 

students, aged 5-18, who are 

experiencing a severe or chronic illness, 

have mental health issues or are 

pregnant/young parents.  

 

Our students have the opportunity to 

make accelerated progress through 

personalised learning programmes 

delivered by exceptional practitioners in 

small groups or one to one tuition. Our 

approach is underpinned by our UNICEF 

RIGHTS Respecting values based on the 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

and focused on developing every child’s 

uniqueness, wellbeing and potential.  

 

The service operates over two sites, St 

George’s Classroom at St George’s 

Hospital and CAMHS Campus School at 

Springfield University Hospital and 

comprises:  

 

St George’s Hospital Classroom  

 

CAMHS Campus School: Springfield 

University Hospital 

• Aquarius Acute Adolescent 

Psychiatric Unit (CAMHS)  

• Wisteria National Adolescent 

Eating Disorder Unit (CAMHS)  

• Corner House National Deaf 

Service (CAMHS)  

 

Community Provision  

• Medical Needs Home Tuition  

• Community Education Programme  

• Reintegration Programme  

• Outreach Programme  

• Teenage Pregnancy and Young 

Parents  

 Programme  

I am writing this from the midst of activities week at WHHTS, 

where alongside evidence being collated for examination 

entries next term, we are also managing to have lots of fun. 

It has been an increasingly busy term as the teaching team 

responded to the January lockdown by utilising national 

initiatives to bring real-world learning to the classrooms. British 

Science Week, Mental Health Awareness Week, Careers week, 

World Book Day, International Maths Day, Big Garden Bird 

Watch and LGBTQ+ Month have all played a part in making this 

term memorable. Our Science curriculum has expanded via 

STEM activities inspired  by ‘Innovating the future’. Corner 

House students did an exemplary job on presenting on Equine 

Care to a huge audience of teachers, doctors and nurses. Our 

continued pupil interest in climate change, led to a particular 

highlight in our receiving a letter from the much esteemed 

David Attenborough. As we go into next term we are mindful 

that many of our students may be feeling particular pressure 

around fulfilling examination criteria. If I could take this 

opportunity to reassure our families that while we will continue 

to provide programmes in line with each young person’s 

academic requirements, we will also provide an engaging and 

uplifting curriculum to ensure wellbeing and love of learning.   

Lastly I would like to wish one of our 

dearly loved teachers Penny Vukcevic a 

well earned retirement after a 

distinguished teaching career in 

Wandsworth. We have been lucky to 

have her  wonderful warmth for 17 years 

and she will be sorely missed by all. 

Wishing all our students and families a very lovely Spring 

holiday. 

Tara and the WHHTS Team 

Spring 2021 Edition  
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British Science Week is a 10 day celebration of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM). The event is usually 
marked by a huge range of STEM fairs, competitions, conferences, 
games and special activities. However this year’s national events 
have been rather muted because of Covid - but not at WHHTS! 
Here are some of the great activities that our students have taken 
part in over the last fortnight.  

Innovating for the Future  - The theme for British Science Week 
2021 was ‘Innovating for the Future’. Inspired by the impressive 
success of ‘Perseverence’ our STEM lessons students used their 
own creative skills to safely land marshmallow ‘astronauts’ on the 
surface of the ‘Mars’ 

In another STEM lesson students made 
Tumblewing Aircraft. They needed to tweak the design and try 
different materials in order to keep the Tumblewing in the air for 
as for as long as possible. One student managed 47 seconds - 
still a long way off the record of 4 minutes 15 seconds! 

STEM Careers   

During the fortnight our students have researched a wide range of 
interesting and lucrative STEM Careers. They have carried out 
self-evaluation questionnaires to help identify what roles they are 
best-suited to and have made STEM Posters to enter in to the 
British Science Week Poster Competition.  

Working scientifically 

With all mainstream schools closed during British 
Science Week, our students were amongst few able to carry out practical 
work. Here are some of them investigating the osmotic potential of potato 
tuber cells. 

Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 

By C Edgell, Science Teacher 

The new year brought with it a new series by David Attenborough, 
Perfect Planet. A documentary series that promises ‘we will change the 
way we see our home. We will witness time and again how the lives of 
animals are driven and enabled by our planet’s great natural forces.” 

The Young People watched the 5 episodes and how nature drives, 
shapes and supports Earth’s great diversity of wildlife.  

By the end of the term we had many discussions about how our young people would be 
able to contribute to a better and more promising society, trying 
to make a more conscious effort to help protect our planet. 

We heard some fantastic ideas from the classroom. Hearing 
future plans from some of the young people was so encouraging, 
especially knowing how difficult it can be to formulate these kinds 
of ideas sometimes. 

All of this led to us writing a letter to David Attenborough to let 
him know just how important his programmes are to the young 
people of today, and how accessible they are to all of us.  

The young people dismissed any chance of a reply, however, 
when we came back from half term there was a letter on my 
desk for myself and the school. By H Oppe, HLTA 
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Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 

Throughout the year, we have focused on Careers and a 

number of visiting speakers, from various backgrounds, 

have been online to talk about their professions and career 

paths. These have included an employee from the Bank of 

England, a civil servant dealing with Climate Change and an 

expert on apprenticeships.  In addition, we have had support 

from an ex Connexions worker to help young people with 

their future pathways. 

During Careers Week, all of the young people from Aquarius and Wisteria, had the oppor-
tunity to listen to visiting online speakers including an employer from EDF, a civil servant 
talking about her role with homeless people and a hair and beauty specialist who works in 
the theatre. Workshops also took place and staff made links and discussed possible career 
paths in their lessons. It was a very enjoyable week and we will continue to invite people in 
from different career backgrounds. 

EMPOWERING POSITIVE CHANGE THROUGH CAREERS EDUCATION 

By L Robinson, Careers Lead 

This term we have been focusing on how artists use everyday life within 

their artwork. We explored a huge range of artwork, across the ages, 

where the influence of everyday life can be seen.  

We have looked at the Pop Art movement, discussing what influenced 

their work. We then looked at the artwork of both American artist Edward 

Hopper, and British artist L.S.Lowry, comparing and contrasting how 

they both present scenes of public life.  

 

We have seen how the master Japanese woodblock artists carved their beautiful prints 

depicting everyday scenes of Japanese life, with particular focus on Hokusai’s love of 

capturing Mt.Fuji from different perspectives, and we have then created our own beautiful 

prints. We have looked at the Impressionists, exploring the revolution in 

art of painting outdoors and capturing scenes around them, and we 

have seen how the artists were heavily influenced by Japanese art. We 

spent time looking at the beautiful artwork of feminist Mary Cassatt, 

and her love of the Japanese prints.  

 

Inspired by this topic, students have created fantastic artwork of their 
own! 

By A D’Olier, Assistant Headteacher 
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Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 

This term has been delivered in a blended manner, with both 
online live lessons and in person sessions according to gov-
ernment guidance.  Our young people have remained resilient 
and impressive as always, adapting well to the changes. 

Our work since Christmas has focused on preparation for GCSE Language exams with 
wide analytical study of fiction and non-fiction extracts, as well as creative writing.  This is 
a student response after studying a Daphne Du Maurier extract. 

She stepped back into a life which was once complete.  She could see everyone 
moving still, echoes bouncing off the walls as if time had never stopped when she 
left.  There was a life beyond what she could see; a place where everything still hap-
pened, a place that loved her.   No lights on, the only thing she could see was what 
she remembered and bits taken from shadows and silhouettes.  The smell created 
nostalgia, it was almost as if she had never left.  The last day here, her big day, her 
spotlight.  Today she was to give her hand in marriage, now she was left wondering 
why she had ever come back. 

Although we have been unsure of the evidence expectations our young people will face in 
order to gain their qualifications, the classroom has remained a productive environment, 
with students dedicating themselves to discussions and written work. 

A wholehearted well done to everyone! 

 
We celebrated World Book Day in person and online with some fabulous costumes and 
efforts.. We look forward to a classroom full of characters next year and will continue to 

encourage reading until then! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

LGBTQ+ month 

In our lessons, we looked at the history of Section 28 and its impact on educa-
tion.  We were interested to see how current specifications might have been in 
direct opposition to the mandate and discussed who decides what we learn in 
school.  We used an extract from Giovanni's Room by James Baldwin to investi-
gate writer's craft and creation of character.  

English 

By S Spode, English Teacher 

Students in the CAMHS classroom use one lesson each 
week to enjoy enriched maths learning. 

This term, we have looked at how to work out your income 
tax and write a pay slip, as well as celebrating Pi day and International Maths Day with a 
carousel of activities. This included how to make an origami pentagon and a dodecahedron 
with 11 other pentagons! 

Maths  
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We have been learning about a 

variety of birds and the different 

ways they make nests. We were 

especially fascinated by Taylor 

birds & Weaver birds. They use 

their beaks to weave and sew 

leaves together to create a 

magnificent nest! This inspired us to have a go at doing some 

sewing in the classroom - we found it tricky so we couldn't imagine what it was like for these 

birds only having their beaks to use!  
By R Seymour, Teacher 

In our classroom, we have been busy creating and 

illustrating fabulous magical fantasy stories, whilst looking 

at how writers capture their readers’ attention. We set 

ourselves a word list challenge, finding fun random 

adjectives, adverbs and nouns, and created stories that included all of the words within. 

Here are some wonderful little dragon stories using the word list, accompanied by 11 year 

old Lydia’s beautiful illustration!  

 

English 

Once upon a time there was a 

mysterious creature big and tall. 

One day, someone saw a 

mysterious shadow. Could it be 

some sort of dragon? It was 

eating porridge in the foggy 

woods near a tree but then 

unexpectedly he saw the human 

gazing at him. He quickly ran 

until he saw a rocket – he ran 

into the rocket and flew off to the 

delighted moon. 

(Izzy, 8) 

The dragon looked forlornly out 

of the little window. The day was 

misty, and fog hovered 

mysterious and thick over the 

forest and field that lay below. 

The dragon sighed. His porridge 

was going cold. He glanced sadly 

over to the large clock on the 

wall, which was ticking quietly 

and showing him how slowly time 

could pass. 

(Y11 student) By A D’Olier, Assistant Headteacher 

In honour of St. Patrick and inspired by the Book of 

Kells, students looked at the wonder of Celtic knots 

and their presence in modern times. This includes 

jewellery and even tattoos!   

We learned how to draw a square Celtic knot, adding 

shading to make it look even more spectacular. 

Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 

By S Coppock, Maths Teacher 
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Corner House 

During the Spring Term students learnt about the Japanese Monk 

and poet Matsuo Basho. We learnt about the tradition of the 

wandering poets of the Edo period and how they endeavoured to 

capture a sense of wabi-sabi, to accept the transient and imperfect 

nature of the world and to find great beauty and peace within this. 

Students studied images of Japan in Winter, Spring, Summer and Autumn and then, 

using google maps, followed the route that Basho himself took on his journey when he 

wrote: Oku no Hosomichi, The Narrow Road to the Interior, which you yourself can 

follow here - https://bit.ly/3lsXC48 

 

Inspired the seasons, the words of basho and the journey he took, they developed their 

own Haiku: 

Nice icy flowers— the 

beautiful snowy leaves—

everyone loves snow 

The waterfall glows - The red flower shows open - Summer 

is so hot 

Flowers blooming now - Shooting all around me high - I 

wish I grew too  

Sun shone steadily - 

Warming my soul 

inside me - Bringing me 

a smile 

Barefoot on the 

grass - The purple 

leaves falling slow 

- The river is still 

I love Winter months - I see the snow falling 

down - Winter is so cool 

By C Akitt, Teacher 

The students at Corner House have been attending equine care 

sessions every Thursday this academic year. This term, they have 

been working on a group presentation that is all about what they 

have learnt during their time with the horses.  At the end of term, they 

presented to a ward full of adults from both Corner 

House and the school.   

It was a very informative session. They did so 

well in their public speaking and handled the 

Q&A session really confidently. They were 

really proud of themselves!  

Equine Care 

By S Mustchin, Teacher and Matilda Morris, BSL HLTA 

https://bit.ly/3lsXC48
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Ismail has been learning about the Solar system in 

his Home Tuition Science lessons. 

He has learnt the names and order of 

the planets and learnt that the sun isn’t a planet. 

He has researched and written about his favourite planet as well. 

Ismail has seen videos of Perseverance landing on Mars, whilst at the 

same time learnt about the Earth. We have discussed whether or not there might be or 

have been life there too! 

Ismail has really worked well in his Science lessons! 

Science 

Home Tuition & Community  

Education Programme 

COLOUR BY GRACE 

 

Grace is an enthusiastic and keen pupil who thoroughly enjoys learning about art!  
 
Grace has been working on the topic of Colour. 
She has learnt about primary colours and creat-
ed secondary colours using them with support of 
a colour wheel. Grace has learnt about shades 
and tones of colours as well. 
 
Wassily Kandinsky – Grace has looked at and 
appreciated the work of this artist. She created 
her own version of Kandinsky’s “Circles” painting 
onto a small canvas which is most eye catching. 
 
Pointillism – Grace learnt about the history of Pointillism and the tech-

niques they used to apply colour to their canvases. Grace has designed her own decora-
tive bag using their techniques. She would like to visit the National Gallery to see George 
Seurat’s paintings there once lockdown has been lifted. 

 

Georgia O’Keefe – as Spring is here Grace has 
been looking at the work of this innovative artist. 
She has learnt how to mono-print to create a col-
ourful Spring inspired floral canvas! Well done 
Grace, you’re a creative Superstar!   
     

By P Vukcevic, Teacher 
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We are pleased to say that we have recently partnered with the 

charity ‘Chess in Schools and Communities’.  This is a UK charity 

whose mission is to improve children’s educational outcomes and 

social development by introducing them to the game of chess.  

Chess is a universal game, knowing no boundaries of age, gen-

der, faith, ethnicity or disability, that promotes key intellectual skills 

such as problem solving, logical thinking, pattern recognition and 

concentration.  We look forward to introducing Chess as a regular part of our enrichment 

curriculum across the service. 

 

Across the service 


