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@hhtswandsworth 

HHTS is a Medical Pupil Referral Unit 
that provides education for a diverse 
range of students, aged 5-18, who are 
experiencing a severe or chronic illness, 
have mental health issues or are 
pregnant/young parents.  
 
Our students have the opportunity to 
make accelerated progress through 
personalised learning programmes 
delivered by exceptional practitioners in 
small groups or one to one tuition. Our 
approach is underpinned by our UNICEF 
RIGHTS Respecting values based on the 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
and focused on developing every child’s 
uniqueness, wellbeing and potential.  
 
The service operates over two sites, St 
George’s Classroom at St George’s 
Hospital and CAMHS Campus School at 
Springfield University Hospital and 
comprises:  
 
St George’s Hospital Classroom  
 
CAMHS Campus School: Springfield 
University Hospital 

 Aquarius Acute Adolescent 
Psychiatric Unit (CAMHS)  

 Wisteria National Adolescent 
Eating Disorder Unit (CAMHS)  

 Corner House National Deaf 
Service (CAMHS)  

 
Community Provision  

 Medical Needs Home Tuition  

 Community Education Programme  

 Reintegration Programme  

 Outreach Programme  

 Teenage Pregnancy and Young 
Parents Programme  

Dear All, 

It has been an industrious term with an almost back to 
normal  feel. Across the service, staff and students have 
jumped into academic projects, personal development 
initiatives and competitions. The energy has been palpable 
and has been further bolstered by the arrival of our 
fantastic new recruits to the teaching team Katie, 
Rhonwen, Mae, Tashauna, and Amna. 

Much of our academic focus is working with students to 
ensure they are maximising their progress and potential 
while with us. Simultaneously, our newsletter illustrates 
how students and staff have been engaging in climate 
change debate and working on ideas around sustainability 
across many of their subjects. We nurture this interest and 
engagement with  the world as it is through this that our 
students will find their voice and their place in the world. 

This term we introduced Forest Schools which has been a 
resounding success. One of our recent students asked if 
they could come back to hospital to join Forest School 
Fridays! Not only have we found it to lift student wellbeing, 
it is a powerful cross curricular learning tool and engenders 
curiosity in our world. 

Recently, we had the pleasure of welcoming Dr Rosena 
Alin Khan. Dr Khan enjoyed an Arts lesson where students 
were completing their photographic entries for the 
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust Photography Competition, 
see one striking entry from student E below. Students have 
also achieved awards such as the Mathematics Challenge 
and Crest Awards through STEM projects. 

You may also notice plenty of poetry from our students as 
reading and poetry have fast 
become two of our passions. I 
hope you enjoy a few of the 
moving examples of this work 
throughout the newsletter. 

Wishing you all a safe and 
merry Christmas! 

Tara Bell and the WHHTS Team     

Autumn 2021 Edition  
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Aquarius, Wisteria  
&  

Corner House Classrooms 
Forest School is a child-centred learning process that offers 
opportunities for holistic growth through regular sessions in 

nature. Forest school is designed to be a long-term programme that supports 
play, exploration and supported risk-taking. It develops confidence and self-
esteem through learner inspired, hands-on experiences in a natural setting. 
Sessions have taken place in the Share Garden at Springfield Hospital, a garden 
space run by the charity Share Community. Activities for children so far have in-
cluded: 
 
 Tree and mushroom identification 
 Sharing folklore of nature from around the 

World 
 Tying up and lying in a hammock (very popu-

lar!) 
 Whittling sticks, later turned into wands in Art 

class 
 Cloud identification and reading the weather 
 Mapping skills 
 Immersion activities in nature through scavenger hunts 
 Creating trails to follow with hidden nature art installations at the end 
 Den building  
 
Please see a selection of photos from our sessions that were tweeted out this 
term! 

This term, we started ukulele lessons for some of the students of 
CAMHS Campus! The young people have really impressed us 

with their dedication to learning new chords and new songs each 
week. Some young people have even purchased their own ukuleles 
to practise  out of school time, which was lovely to hear. Songs that 
we have learnt include some Disney classics like 'Kiss The Girl' and 
'Lava', as well as some pop music, such as a few Taylor Swift 
numbers! We are thrilled to see how much some of the young 

people have enjoyed this new addition to the timetable and have found it a really 
fun and positive way to end a Tuesday afternoon!  

Music 
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English 

Black History Month 2021 
 

In October we celebrated and marked Black 
History Month with an emphasis on understanding 
the foundations of black inequality in the UK and 
the key moments which helped to shape the 
movement’s quest for equality and respect. 

Students learnt about the movement of people to the UK from the Caribbean on 
ships like the HMT Empire Windrush and what life was like for them when first 
arriving to this country. The welcome they received was not what they were led to 
expect. They were discriminated against, had to put up with poor housing, and 
regularly faced hostility from white Britons. 

We also learnt about the Notting Hill Riots 
and how in their wake, thanks to the 
pioneering work of figures like Claudia 
Jones and Rhaune Laslett, the Notting Hill 
Carnival took shape. 

 

As part of their work for Black 
History Month, students in 
Corner House learnt about 
Maya Angelou and studied her 
poem "Still I Rise". They had to 
write a poem that spoke to the 
challenges they have had to 
overcome in their lives, and this 
is what they wrote:  

Corner House 
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Corner House 
 With the help of a 

sewing pattern from Tilly 
and the Buttons, 
students created these 

lovely shorts.  

They did a great 
job! 

Sewing 
Christmas Activity Week 

In an attempt to be sustainable, stu-
dents in Corner House created 

these stockings out of 
old scraps of material. 
Perfect for the Christ-
mas season! 

One student has been learning about descriptive 
techniques within creative writing and used 

personification to write this illustrative piece about their relationship with the sun.  

The sun is embarrassing me by making me as red as a tomato. It’s 
making me itch like a creepy crawly. I can’t see anything because 
it’s blinding me. I can hear the sun sizzling on my pure skin. It's 
giving me dirty, evil, angry looks. It’s bullying me like a dangerous 
enemy. 

English 

Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 
This term we have been fortunate to have two speakers talking about 
their careers to the young people. Firstly, we had Joshua talking about 
his career as a vet.         

Through his work as a vet Joshua has also been 
involved in a TV programme and has recently 
written some books.                                                                                                            

Joshua explained that to get to where he is now had not been 
a smooth ride and encouraged those present not to give up if there were 
hurdles to cross.     

We also welcomed Jake.  Jake runs his own recruitment business and he 
explained his journey into the business.   

He is also very passionate about sustainability and has teamed 
up with Taylor, a sustainability scientist, and 
together they post a podcast. There is more on 
Jake’s work overleaf. 

The young people present had the opportunity to 
take part in a podcast. Inspired by Jake and his 
passion for sustainability, students went on to 
do some upcycling.   Christmas wreath made 

from scraps of material 

Produce bag made from 
an old T-shirt                              
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Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 
In December, we were finally able to open our 
doors (with a lateral flow as our plus one!) to 

“Mr Sustainable”, aka Jake.  
 
Jake started his career building a now well established IT and Tech 
recruitment company, however working flat out through the pandemic 
made him think about what he really wanted to do in life and how he 
could really make a difference. This led to him starting to research 
sustainability and how we as a society can actually really make a difference. He 
teamed up with a scientist in America and they began exploring new ways of getting 
their sustainable message out to the world. The Greenscore Podcast was launched 
a few months ago and it raises the questions…. “Do our reusable coffee cups really 
make a difference?” and “Are the jeans I buy from the local shopping centre made 
to last?” 

 
With the help of the young people currently in the service, we recorded 
questions to be taken to different world scientists to see if they can help 
us learn more about how we can make more sustainable choices in the 

future, to help rebuild our ecosystems and allow our environment to flourish once 
again. 

During STEM sessions, students learned about how man’s 
activities are affecting the earth’s natural systems. They 
constructed a scale model of the Haley Antarctic Research 
station and interrogated data showing 
the trends in anthropogenic climate 

change.  

The project also allowed students to find out what life is 
really like working in these extreme conditions and what 
qualifications and skills you would need to become an 
Antarctic research scientist.  

This term we have 
focused on the cell in 

our Unit of Life study. Students have 
carried out a number of required 
practicals including using microscopy to observe, 
draw and measure living cells. Students also used 

their creative design skills to produce models of specialised 
cells for our display board.  

Science 

 Onion epidermis x 400  
stained with Iodine solution 

The topic provides a good platform to discuss controversial topics around stem cell 
technology, GM food, cloning and designer babies.  
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Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 

This term we have been focusing on how artists explore light and dark in 
their artwork. We explored a huge range of artwork, across the ages, 
where light and dark are masterly used; we have enjoyed the drama and 
stories of Caravaggio, discussed the subtle use of light within Vermeer’s 
genre paintings, and had fabulous discussions about how light is used 
by exciting contemporary sculptors, such as Cornelia Parker.  

We then began work on the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust annual 
photography competition. The theme this year was ‘One Day…’ and 
our students had brilliant discussions thinking through how the theme 
could apply to many identities and cultures today. Students were 
thinking of what wish we would want 
for a positive, discrimination-free 
future. We linked in the rights of all 
children under the UNCRC and, 
together with their learning from light 
and dark artwork, thought about how 
our wishes for the future could 
translate into photography.  

Dr Rosena Allin-Khan also paid us a 
visit and was “blown away” by the 
artwork. 
 
Here is some of the stunning artwork, 
created by our students and 
submitted to the competition.  

In December we took part in LGFL’s online Meet A Polar 
Explorer session with Anthony Jinman, 5 days before he 
was due to leave for the Antarctic.  During this virtual 

presentation to young people across London, he answered many questions about the 
challenges and rewards of such a vocation.  We were especially interested in his 
explanation of climate change and the effects he had witnessed on his travels – it made 
us more mindful of our impact on the environment over the Christmas period.  However, 
our favourite study was that of a lost polar bear cub, a snow mobile chase and a 
successful reunion with his mother! 

We wish all of the explorers luck and are keenly following their journey online.  

          Inspired by Shakespeare 

This term we have been studying scenes from a range of 
Shakespeare plays and working on our inference and analysis 
skills.  Our young people were insightful and creative in their 
responses from making Romeo and Juliet’s masks for the ball, 
to creating bouquets using the language of flowers, to renaming 
Polonius ‘Bossypants’.  We looked in detail at rhetoric and 
applied this new understanding to Henry V and Lady Macbeth’s 
speeches. As always, our students produced some brilliant 

work and supported each other in their studies. 

English 
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St George’s Classroom 

We had a lesson on 
the Egyptians. 

We thought about mummification 
and discussed key terminology such 
as 'preserving'.  Meadow knew that we don't carry out 
mummification these days!  We gutted a tomato and filled it 
with salt and bicarbonate of soda and discussed that this would 
draw out the liquid to preserve it further - in a similar way to the 
Pharaohs. Meadow took the tomato back to the ward, with a 
'control' tomato to work out which would last longer.    

By the end of the session, Meadow could tell me that the Egyp-
tians lived about 5,000 years ago, that they built pyramids and that 
they mummified people - like tomatoes - to make them last longer!  
She also knew that the salt mixture would dry out the tomatoes.  
She told me the tomato in salt mixture would definitely last longer 
as the other one would 'go mouldy'. 

Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 
Teaching young people about sustainability is 
the responsibility of everyone and the COP 26 
Conference provided some excellent 
opportunities for collaborative work between 
subjects at WHHTS. 
 
In Humanities the young people worked through a number of 
activities, discussed issues and completed challenges on Climate 
Change.  Their views were sent to COP 26 and some of their 

questions were raised at the conference.  The young people also made 
pledges on what they will do to help the planet and also on what they think the government 
should do. 

Humanities 

Earlier this term, we looked at the history of 

London from 43AD to present times.  The focus 

was on migration with London evolving into the 

multi-cultural city that it is today.  

 Maths Wielding a slide rule and a pencil, Katherine 

Johnson helped launch the first American into 
space. In her honour, students learnt how  to use a 
slide rule - just to work out multiplication and 
division calculations for now! 

Science 
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Here be dragons! The 
children started off using the 

fantastic book Tell Me A Dragon by Jackie Morris to write 
beautiful pieces of poetry and to paint their own watercolour 
dragons.  Our next book was Journey by Aaron Becker: a 
fabulous word-free narrative. We used it to tell our own 

stories with super settings and 
menacing monster characters. 

We naturally adore reading at St George’s and have 
continued to offer our audiobook tablet to the young people 
and to give out fantastic free books from Read for Good.  
We’ve also been writing stories with our creative writing 
mystery boxes and illustrating them online! 

English 

 

This term we have been learning all about rock 
formation!  The children have made three types of 
rock out of chocolate (some of the rock mysteri-
ously disappeared) and fossil formations from 
bread and sweets.  We were very lucky that Professor D’Olier, a re-
nowned geologist, was on hand to answer questions!   

We also studied space and Earth, and the children investigated gravity, learnt about the 
planets and created some beautiful constellation keepsakes with tea lights and glass jars! 

Here are another two photo-
graphs of a delightfully messy 
‘digestive system’ science experi-
ment!  Caris loved learning how 
food passes through our diges-
tive system and is broken down 
in different ways.  

Rock formation  

This term has been all about ‘helping people’.  Here is a photo of 
us testing Maria’s flood-proof house.  She gained a CREST 
award for her design and problem-solving skills: well done, Ma-
ria!  We also have Gabriel buying and as-

sessing materials.  Savvy work! 

The children also enjoyed designing a system to 
transport tomatoes down a mountain in Peru 
(without squashing them).  The slide mechanism 
seemed the most popular with E.O! 

St George’s Classroom 
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  I will put in the box 
A glistening moon in the nights sky that I can 
see from my window 
The swaying of the autumnal trees 
The colourful rainbow as it arches to the gold. 
 
I will put in the box 
The overwhelming smell of fresh bread 
Rich rainbow pancakes in the early morning 
sun 
The fresh cut green grass after the stormy 
night. 
 
I will put in the box  
The warm roast dinner melting in my mouth  
A perfect peach pie with a side of creamy 
concoctions 
Sour sweets that scrunch your face. 

 
I will put in the box 
The deafening sirens of a daring police car 
The concerning cries of a new born baby 
The disruptive sounds of the city in the night. 
 
My box is fashioned from sparkles and glitter 
and blue rhinestones, 
With diamonds on the lid and gems in the 
corners 
Its hinges are flamingo legs. 
 
I shall swim in my box 
In the clear blue waters of a pool 
Then travel onwards to my next adventure. 

The Magic Box by Ismahan age 13 

We love to share 

poems with the 

children and spend 

time looking for 

‘secret strings’ 

such as alliteration 

and rhythm.  Kit 

Wright’s fabulous 

poem ‘The Magic 

Box’ inspired two 

of our own!  

St George’s Classroom 
English cont. 
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We’ve 
introduced amazing animation into our 
curriculum and it has been an extremely 
popular choice!  The children have 
developed many skills including problem 
solving, story-lining, camera work and 
editing and have used this fabulous art form 
as an outlet to express their ideas and 
feelings.   

So much has been going on this term!  We started with the 
Ancient Egyptians and 
worked on skills including 
historical enquiry and 

chronological understanding.  Previously you saw  
Meadow with a mummified tomato and here is a photo 
of Gabriel and his friend investigating how the 
pyramids were built! 

Our second topic was all about the Vikings.  We 
explored Viking longboats and tested them to see if 
they floated or sank.  We also recreated Viking recipes 
and made 3D versions of the Norse myths!  

This term we have been learning all about 
coding with the aid of some BeeBots and a 
pirate map!  The children were able to write 
instructions and program the BeeBots to 
reach their treasure.  They also worked on 
block coding on the computer with a Star 
Wars droid.  Left, left, left, right, left... 

“My Bedroom at Home “ - picture competition. 

Pupils were asked to design their dream bedroom for The St 
George's Hospital ‘Well Child Better-at-Home’ Training Room.  

This is a new room meant to look like a young person’s bedroom at 
home. 

Zoe attended our Classroom and designed her colourful and amaz-
ing picture - this was one of the winning designs - well done Zoe! 

St George’s Classroom 
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Home Tuition  

  This term, Nathan has been working 
extremely hard in maths, English and 
History.  

 
Our History topic this term has been all 
about the Anglo-Saxons! During one of our 
lessons, we learned about King Alfred and 
the story of the burnt cakes. Inspired by 
King Alfred, we decided to make our own 
cakes (without burning them!). Nathan was 
ready in his brilliant chef’s outfit and did 
some fantastic baking!  

Thanks to Momentum Charity, 

we had a visitor to the class-

room. Jessie from Toy Story 

came to entertain the pupils. 

Rico said ‘It was a lot of fun!’ 

St George’s Classroom 


