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@hhtswandsworth 

HHTS is a Medical Pupil Referral Unit that provides 

education for a diverse range of students aged 5-18 

who are experiencing a severe or chronic illness, 

have mental health issues, or are pregnant/young 

parents.  

 

Our students have the opportunity to make acceler-

ated progress through personalised learning pro-

grammes delivered by exceptional practitioners in 

small groups or in one to one tuition. Our approach 

is underpinned by our UNICEF RIGHTS Respecting 

values based on the UN Convention on the Rights of 

the Child and focused on developing every child’s 

uniqueness, wellbeing and potential.  

 

The service operates over two sites, St Georges 

Classroom at St George’s Hospital and CAMHS 

Campus School at Springfield University Hospital 

and comprises:  

 

St George’s Hospital Classroom  

 

CAMHS Campus School: Springfield University 

Hospital 

 Aquarius Acute Adolescent Psychiatric Unit 

(CAMHS)  

 Wisteria National Adolescent Eating Disorder 

Unit (CAMHS)  

 Corner House National Deaf Service 

(CAMHS)  

 

Community Provision  

 Medical Needs Home Tuition  

 Community Education Programme  

 Reintegration Programme  

 Outreach Programme  

 Teenage pregnancy and young parents  

 Programme  

 

Summer 2019 Edition  

Dear All, 

 

We began the year with an intention to empower our stu-

dents with the positive influence and change they can exert 

on the world through research, ideas and action. Over the 

year, our intention has evolved. It has shown us the im-

portance of not only to the grand idea or prestigious project 

but the power of small steps, the micro acts of active citizen-

ship which develop the self, each other and our community. 

An example of this includes one student’s personal reflec-

tion on their relationship with music and sound which be-

came a winning application for ground-breaking technologi-

cal equipment, the SUBPAC vest, bringing music therapy to 

deaf students. 

 

Music has been a recurring theme, with ukulele lessons and 
singing groups becoming part of our timetabled lessons. In 

our previous newsletter I jokingly referred to impromptu staff 

singing, not realising that this was a precursor to a growing 

trend. Hearing students sing who are normally reticent to 

raise their voices beyond a whisper has moved us all. It is a 

sure signifier that we have created the safe and trusting 

environment we believe enables effective learning and well-

being. 

 

Another signifier were the range of exams sat by our stu-

dents this year. We are incredibly proud of all our students 

who sat their Functional Skills, GCSE’s and A Level exams.  

 

At the end of this term will be wishing a sad farewell to two 

inspirational teachers, Pippa Balleu and Katie Barton who 

have covered maternity leave this year. We know they will 

keep in contact and we wish them all the very best with their 

next positions. We are also delighted to welcome back   

Rachel Seymour from her maternity leave. 

 

In the newsletter I have included a couple of articles from 

our fantastic student magazine. As the magazine is such an 

extensive publication, please do get in touch if you would 

like to request a copy.  

 

I hope you enjoy our newsletter, and the small snapshot of  

hospital education it showcases. 

 

Wishing everyone a well earned summer rest, enjoy! 

 

Tara Bell and the HHTS Team 
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Corner House 

 

During the summer term at Corner House, we have been learning about meditation. 

We discovered who ‘the Buddha’ was and what he taught. It was difficult learning 

how to watch our thoughts and notice our habits, but we had fun with some strange 

breathing exercises! We enjoyed creating mandalas and practicing gratitude     

meditation too. 

We looked at the key skills for meditation: quieting, seeing, reframing, focusing,  

caring and connecting. We did lots of different activities to help us to understand 

these skills and then to practise them. We came up with our own plans for self-care 

and turned our fears into superheroes. 

“Breathing has helped me to calm down 

when I’m upset.” G (student) 
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Corner House 

Youth Opportunity Fund Application - SUCCESS 

 
Corner House students were thrilled when their application to the Youth Opportunity 
Fund was successful, winning nearly £4000 of funding for SUBPAC equipment. 
 
SUBPAC is a patented tactile audio platform that combines hardware, software and 
advanced materials to deliver deeply immersive and nuanced bass with far more 
resolution and range than traditional speakers and headphones. 
 
Corner House will conduct research and hope to buy equipment students could use 
to enjoy music, dance lessons and even help support meditation sessions. 
 
Well done Corner House students!  

 Thank you for presenting your application to the Panel. They were very            
impressed with your project and would like to fund it. They have decided to  
recommend a grant of £3,850.00 for the SUBPAC Music project. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bsCMNx6nKok 

We would like to apply for funding 
for myself and other students to 
have access to SUBPACs.  
 
 
 
SUBPAC is a groundbreaking tech-
nology that     allows ‘vibration 
therapy’ or ‘music therapy’ through 
a vibrating vest. 
 
Young Deaf People will have access 
to music by using the SUBPAC in the 
way hearing children wear head-
phones. So Young Deaf People will 
feel included the music world has 
suddenly become accessible to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bsCMNx6nKok
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A Blackout Poem is when a poet takes a marker to books and newspapers and 

starts redacting words until a poem is formed. From their pages new work is 

born, and a poem comes to life. Blackout Poetry can be further enriched through 

colourful patterns and pictures to better help the poet to express their work! 

These are some beautiful examples of Blackout Poems created by our students. 

Blackout Poetry 
English 

Corner House 
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English 

Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 

School Magazine 

We have been continuing our tradition of       
creating an outward facing magazine this term in 
English.  All wards have been working hard and 
contributing their opinions, pieces, reviews 
and artwork. We have covered many modes of 
written and drawn expression and have looked 
at several important dates for SMSC such as 
International Refugee Day to keep ourselves  
informed.  As I write, work continues and so I 
am excited to see the results myself! Here are a 
few extracts from our magazine so far. 

Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 

On the other hand, the hard working 

A&E nurses only earn up to £19.19 an 

hour. 

A salary for a registered nurse in the 

UK Is £23,000. 

On top of this low salary nurses have 

to pay for 2-4 years of university 

fees which can put many nurses in to 

debt. 

(University fees cost £3000 to £5000 

per year at a community college, yet 

at a private 4 year college it will set 

each nurse back £2000 per year). 

Entry level nurses are paid £65,470. 

BSN nurses are paid £65,050. 

      

      By I 

On average a photographic model 

earns at least £100 per hour or £1,500 

a day. 

Runway models can make £2000 or 

more for a single show. 

For instance Kendall Jenner (the high-

est paid model) earns £22.5 million! 

Other examples of famous models’ in-

comes you may know are: 

Gisele Bundchen earning £17.5 mil-

lion 

Karlie Kloss earning £13 million 

Cara Delivigne earning £10 million  

Gigi Hadid earning £9.2 million  

Who knew a walking pout could earn 

so much! 

 

How Much Do Nurses Earn Vs Models  
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                                 The Grand Hall 

I close my eyes softly as I enter the grand hall, pushing through the wide spread doors made of solid 

steel with a beautiful, carved engraved handle. My delicately manicured fingers tracing the patterns 

on the walls, the intricate swirls, shapes and dainty paintings. Feeling the age of the walls radiating 

from each inch of it. Inhaling all the memories it brings, the countless weddings, occasions, gather-

ings holding the precious moments of laughter it has seen. The dim streams of light pouring from the 

chandelier dancing and prancing chasing each other across the stained mahogany oak floorboards 

marked with remnants of engraved holes form the thousands of heeled women dancing until their 

hearts content until the early hours of the morning. Gazing like curious astronomers into the eyes of 

their loving partner caressing them gently spinning, twirling them in between the maze of the hall. 

The pillars towering overhead reaching up and supporting the celling, looking down enlightening us 

with the beautiful paintings it has to offer. The angelic cherub looking down floating watching closely, 

hoping to bless the gift of love upon partners of lovers. It truly was the grand hall of love and new 

opportunities.  

As I float across from corner to corner my imagination runs at the pace as fast as a cheetah chasing 

after prey ripping raw red meat form the bone of a poor innocent gazelle, now lying dead, lifeless, 

and cold on the jewelled grass. I imagine the sea of millions of extended ball gowns puffed form the 

countless number of spins. The carney yellows, crimson reds, fuchsia pinks mixed with the sangria 

sapphire dresses spun into a blanket. The men scattered in the sea of ball gowns waiting expectedly 

in their tawny, ash suits standing smartly impressing the flushed women running into their arms. The 

sound of the cluttering ebony shoes and the stilettos piercing the ground sharply with every move. 

The gathered stream of people loitering around the refreshment stall, packed and pilled with deli-

cious le hors-d’oeuvres with blood red wine and martinis topped with a stuffed moss olive picked 

form the finest yard in Seville. The aged pickles floating in preserving vinegar letting off essences of 

tangy smells.  

Business men talking passionately about their latest investment making their uninterested wives 

scatter to the opposite corner of the hall gathered in a corner gossiping like laughing hyenas chant-

ing love songs to one another. Time standing still whilst worries and problems float away from every-

one’s minds evaporating through the nest of carefully pinned hair sprayed and secured. 

There was one character in particular that was most prominent in my mind, a young girl standing in 

the corner isolated from the ball, no eye contact with anybody. Her eyes looking lost and disconso-

late into mid-air with no motivation or interest in anything other than her own entrenching thoughts, 

she looked tormented, tortured by her own prison. Her cheeks sad and sunken no colour, drained 

from the peachiness. Her hair natural with no alterations besides a swept, messy uncombed bun. 

She was different from the rest of the crowd, wearing nothing but a simple white dress, casual how-

ever she still looked like the most stunning girl of them all. She was simply magnificent however 

painfully distant. She eventually looked up from the one spot that swallowed her whole and amazed, 

I stood there with deep sorrow, nothing, expressionless, however a simple tear shed from her left 

eye. A gentle stream of tears flowing down her face, dripping, drip, drop, drip, drop onto the stone 

hard oak mahogany floor.  Just like that I open my eyes only to find myself in the dusty local town 

hall, ready and waiting for a miracle to happen. For my fantasy to appear, my only desire to be to 

question the young girl and relieve her from her distress and give her a gentle soft, caring, curing 

kiss.    

English 

Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 
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English 

Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 

Youth Select Committee on Knife Crime 

 

In June, we were visited by Charlotte Dobson from the Houses of Parliament 
education department.   We spent the first part of this session learning about 
how we can get more involved in e petitions and activism on the topics 
which we feel passionate about.  Using the remote voting system we made 
our voices heard on a subject discussed previously as part of Votes for 
Schools: Knife Crime. 

Currently, the Youth Select Committee has been tasked with investigating 
young people's views on questions, including: 

 

 Is the Government strategy doing enough to effectively combat knife 
crime? 

 

 Are there trends in the statistics of who is perpetrating and who are the 
victims of knife crime? 

 

 How is knife crime affecting public services? 

 

Our students contributed to the data gathering and we will be eagerly watch-
ing to see the outcomes from this inquiry.  For further information, please 
visit: 

 

https://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/offices/commons/media-
relations-group/news/youth-select-committee-2019-begin-investigation-into-
uks-rising-knife-crime/ 

 

Sally 
English Teacher 

Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 

https://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/offices/commons/media-relations-group/news/youth-select-committee-2019-begin-investigation-into-uks-rising-knife-crime/
https://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/offices/commons/media-relations-group/news/youth-select-committee-2019-begin-investigation-into-uks-rising-knife-crime/
https://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/offices/commons/media-relations-group/news/youth-select-committee-2019-begin-investigation-into-uks-rising-knife-crime/
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Expressive Arts 

Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 

Team Challenge – Bridge Building 

During an Expressive Arts session, Aquarius students were 

set the challenge of building bridges that would take a given 

weight. Not all were successful, but all students engaged and 

enjoyed the engineering process.  

Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 

These pieces were created by students in response to work on International 

Refugee Day. 

By B 
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Science 

Students have been study-
ing biomimicry. This topic 
explores the way that     
nature can inspire          
invention and innovation in 
humans. A starting point is 
to study organisms in detail 
- in this case wood-
lice  collected from the 
school garden.  

Humanities 

We then  looked at 
how limpets have 
been studied to 
make strong glues 
without using toxins 
and how burrs were 
used as an inspira-
tion for Velcro.  

The hard exoskeletons of woodlice may well 

have inspired the design and  construction of 

medieval armour.  

Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 

This term, we have been 

looking at the environ-

ment on land and water. 

Here is a message that a 

student has put forward. 
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Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 

Science 

Hovercrafts 

We created hovercrafts with just a few materials, including balloons 

and old compact discs. After inflating and releasing the balloons, we 

watched them glide effortlessly across the classroom tables!  

Friction : 

As the air escapes the balloon, it creates a cushion between the CD and the 

surface which reduces resistance. Without the cushion of air, the hovercraft 

would stop moving almost instantly due to friction between the surfaces.  
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Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 

Our look at Japanese art began with the philosophy of the ancient Japanese 

tradition of Kintsugi. We made our own clay pots and cracked them with gold 

to show the strength and beauty in something that has been broken. We then 

explored the many Hokusai prints of Mount Fuji, painting our own versions of 

his waves and creating prints of views that are meaningful to ourselves (just 

as Hokusai loved Mount Fuji).  

The Art of Japan 

Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 
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The Junior Maths Challenge is run by the UK Mathematics Trust and supported 

by the Institute and Faculty of Actuaries. It is aimed at those in Years 7 and 8 

and completed in schools.  

The Maths Challenges provide material to provoke students’ mathematical think-

ing and test their problem solving skills in an accessible and yet challenging 

way.  

 

Maths Challenge Success 2019! 

 

We are delighted to announce that one of our students achieved a silver certificate 

in this year’s UKMT Junior Maths Challenge.  Over 270,000 pupils from across the 

UK sat the Junior Maths Challenge with roughly the top 6% receiving gold certifi-

cates, the next 13% silver and the next 21% bronze. 

Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms Aquarius & Wisteria Classrooms 

Maths  

Congratulations to one of our 

students who also received a top 

50 prize, a medal and certificate 

of distinction for his achieve-

ments in the Intermediate Olym-

piad and Kangaroo level chal-

lenges. 

Well done to our students who took part! 
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Corner House, Aquarius and  

Wisteria Classrooms 

Activity Week! 

 

At the end of the Summer Term, staff organised a range of activities for students to 

participate in, including painting, tie dying t-shirts & tote bags, and yoga. 

Students also had fun learning how to use the “Stop Motion Studio” animation app. 

Corner House students modelled their own characters and created short 
animations using the iPad, with some really creative results!   

You can watch a short clip on our Twitter page. 
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Corner House, Aquarius and  

Wisteria Classrooms 

A huge thank you to the Wallace 

Collection for their wonderful Still 

Life workshop, focusing on using 

charcoal, creating collages and  

using primary colours to create an 

extended palette. 
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The CEP group have been very 

lucky to be working with the Mark 

Evison Foundation this term. 

This foundation was set up to cele-

brate the life of Mark Evison and 

promotes the personal development of young people through the 

undertaking of challenges. 

Our students had to write and pitch a proposal to Margaret     

Evison, the head of the Foundation. 

Each proposal has to demonstrate a level of adventure and to take the students 

out of their comfort zone.  Two proposals have been accepted and will be funded 

to be undertaken over the Summer holidays (see project information below). 

Watch this space for further details about what the students have been up to! 

Lt. Mark Evison 

 

Home Tuition & Community  

Education Programme 

Monkey Adventure, by S 

By T 
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St George’s Classroom 

The Museum of Childhood – Victorian Houses 

Steve from the museum showed us some beautiful miniature 

furniture for Dolls’ Houses.  We learnt about houses for rich and 

poor people in Victorian times and what the schools would be 

like.  The pupils made their own houses and decorated the walls with very       

colourful wallpaper.  We looked at a pop-up book of a Victorian house.  Pupils 

are keen to visit the Museum when they leave hospital. They thoroughly enjoyed 

the session. 
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St George’s Classroom 

 

                      Votes For Schools 

Pupils in St George’s Hospital Classroom have been taking part in 

this interactive current affairs scheme of work. 

One particularly interesting discussion was “Should parents have the responsibility 

for immunising their children?” 

Pupils enjoyed learning and discussing immunisations and the benefits and risks 

associated with them. They also learnt how microbes can be grown in laboratories 

and saw how Alexander Fleming had invented drawing onto agar plates to create 

intriguing artistic outcomes! 

Here are some examples we had looked at!  

We had great fun 

learning about 

immunisations 

and creating our 

own organism 

inspired art 

work! 
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St George’s Classroom St George’s Classroom 

 

We have been reading George’s  

Marvellous Medicine in our class-

room. Pupils were inspired by the  

story and created some wonderful 

pieces of work. 
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St George’s Classroom St George’s Classroom 

Writing character descriptions: 

Darcey worked industriously on creating a    

character description about George’s grandma. 

Darcey made careful notes whilst listening to the 

first chapter on the SMART board.  

 

After that she learnt how to use exaggerated   

adjectives whilst also inserting appropriate  simi-

les in her character description. 

George’s grandma is as creaky as a 

gate and does not care about other 

people. 

 She is snappy, selfish and quite a 

grumbler when people are with her. Her teeth are disgusting and rot-

ten. Her mouth is like a dried up crumpet, it looks like a river that 

doesn’t flow. 

 She spends all day sitting in her old chair and being bossy to George. 

When George is alone with her she lies the worst stories you can im-

agine.  

She says that George is as greedy as a pig and should grow down not 

up! She likes to eat cabbage with gruesome caterpillars and bugs. 

George thinks that Grandma is incredibly scary with a wrinkled face 

and is quite witchy! 

You never know she might put you under her spell! George usually feels 

bored, lonely and empty with hunger! 
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St George’s Classroom St George’s Classroom 

‘Our Foaming Fizzy Potion Experiment’ – By Isabella-Marie, 

aged 14.  

( Inspired by “George’s Marvellous Medicine.”) 

We started off by putting a very heaped teaspoon (courtesy of yours truly) of 

baking soda into the green mug. That was the moment when everyone figured it 

was going to bubble up over the top; we’d all done those vinegar and bicar-

bonate of soda experiments before. The recipe said washing-up liquid, and so 

Penny went and brought said necessary ingredient over for us. We followed the 

method to a T. In fact, the only hiccup was the short little ‘argument’ – although 

that is being excessively generous in my case, simply because I cannot think of 

another word for it- that involved pointing out that no soda was actually needed 

(the author of said recipe simply couldn’t have put bicarbonate of soda or baking 

soda to make it so much easier now, could they?). Calvin was stirring, Eva and I 

were adding in baking soda and lemon juice, and it had turned a light purple  

colour. This was a bit of a surprise; we had actually added red dye into our   

mixture. The ‘potion’ was soon bubbling and fizzing, almost over the top, and we 

were grinning, my own smile more like that of someone who is about to commit 

a heinous crime or has just done so and has no care for it than a 14-year-old 

watching a simple science experiment (as you can see in the image, I am on the 

left) … Said potion did not spill over the top a lot, much to our disappointment, 

however there were several streams that slipped over the edge slowly, making a 

rather well-sized puddle of lilac froth in the bottom of the tray by the end of our 

little experiment. It was still an enjoyable experience, none-the-less.  

Now, whose grandma should we administer this wonderful concoction of ours 

to?  
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St George’s Classroom St George’s Classroom 

Music  
We listened to 
The Planets Suite by Gustav Holst 
and composed a new piece of music 
for a newly discovered planet. 
  
It was quite a dramatic piece! 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Later on in the term, we listened to The 
Dance of The Sugar Plum Fairy and composed a piece of music for 
the lesser known Rain Fairy. 
If you have a QR Scanner on your phone or device, you can listen to 
the music here (aim the camera at the code and the music should 
load automatically): 

French  
In French this term, we have been 
helping our lost aliens in their sou-
coupe volantes (flying saucers) by ask-
ing for directions. 
Ou est la lune? 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inspired by Drop a Rock Day we 
looked at the surface of the moon and 
talked about how the craters formed. 
  
Here one of our pupils is dropping an 
asteroid onto the moon’s surface! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Science 
In our circuits lessons, we took 
pages from a home magazine 
and added a real bulb, wiring 
and a home made switch to 
make the lighting in the picture 
come to life. 
  
The results were really effective! 
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Across the Service 

 

E 

X 

A 

M 

S 

Exams are over!!  

Between May and July, students across the service sat their 

exams in the following subjects: A Level Maths and Chemis-

try, GCSE English Language, English Literature, Maths, Sci-

ence and History, as well 

as Functional Skills Maths, 

English and IT.  

Students (and staff) worked extremely hard and 

we are very proud of all of them! 

Here is one of our Home Tuition students present-

ing staff with a wonderful thank you gift after   

completing her exams. 

We wish you all the best of luck!! 

We celebrated Children’s Art Week 2019 with a range of art      

activities in our courtyard garden – rainforest themed bunting was 

created, fences painted and rainforest clay birds sculpted – what 

a fantastic day! We were joined by some of the MDT from the 

wards who helped create lovely pieces of art.  
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Across the service 

Look at my 

messy mono-

print! 

During Children’s Art Week 2019, our rainforest theme continued 

with looking at the paintings of artist John Dyer, who was blog-

ging his painting live from the Amazon Rainforest: we explored 

his colourful paintings and looked at the importance of protecting 

this precious piece of land, creating our own rainforest paintings 

in wax-pastel and watercolour wash.  Well done to all of our pu-

pils for producing such fantastic art this term! 

I’m really proud 

of my Amazonian 

illustration! 

John Dyer inspired 

wax-pastel and  

watercolour crea-

tions! 

Mono-printing rainforest leaves and 

weaving! 

I can’t wait 

to take my 

pot home! 

Thumb and coil pots dec-

orated with Amazonian 

motifs. 

Across the Service 
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Across the service Governors 

Governors for the Hospital and Home Tuition Service 

 

We thought you might like to know a bit about 

the governors of the Hospital and Home Tui-

tion Service. 

  

Wandsworth Hospital and Home Tuition Ser-

vice is a Medical Pupil Referral Unit for pupils 

who are unwell in the Wandsworth borough, 

including those who are inpatients at St 

Georges Hospital or Springfield Hospital. This 

service has a board of governors who support 

and challenge the Headteacher and senior 

leaders to make sure the best possible educa-

tion is given to the pupils. The board of Gover-

nors also govern both Victoria Drive and Fran-

cis Barber Pupil Referral Units in Wandsworth. 

We meet twice every term, once for a re-

sources committee and once for a full governing body meeting, ringing the chang-

es by meeting at a different school each term. The board is chaired by Cllr Sarah 

McDermott with membership of the heads of each PRU, local authority officers, 

representatives from primary, secondary and special schools in addition to another 

councilor and a member of the mental health trust. 

  

We visit Springfield and St George's whenever we can to see what you are learn-

ing, meet the staff in the classrooms and talk to Tara Bell (HT) and her senior 

team. Ensuring all the pupils are safe and secure is our top priority. We are very 

proud of the Hospital and Home Tuition Service as it provides outstanding educa-

tion and care to all its pupils. We governors just have to continue making sure 

those high standards continue to be met! 

 

Best wishes 

Sarah 

 

(Councillor Sarah McDermott) 

L-R Tara Bell, Headteacher at WHTTS 

and Cllr Sarah McDermott 


